
FOUNDATION GETS MORE 

SPACE 

INCENTIVES PACKAGE WILL KEEP 

ORGANIZATION, ITS SYMPOSIUM 

IN TOWN  

BY RICH LADEN  

Friday, January  7, 2011  

The Colorado Springs-based Space Founda-

mbhg blgÄm `hbg` Zgrpa^k^ _hk ma^ g^qm /3 

years Ã ^q\^im mh g^p ]b`l hg ma^ \bmrÄl 

northwest side.  In what was hailed as a 

broadbased economic development effort to 

k^mZbg hg^ h_ ma^ \hffngbmrÄl ź\khpg c^p+

^el*Å [nlbg^ll Zg] \bob\ e^Z]^kl Nankl]Zr 

took the wraps off an incentives package 

that will provide the Space Foundation with 

larger, more community-friendly offices at 

no cost to the organization.  In return, the 

foundation, which has been in the Springs 

since its inception in 1983 and whose efforts 

to promote the space industry reach a 

global audience, committed to remain in 

town for at least the next 15 years. During 

that time, the foundation will continue to 

hold its annual National Space Symposium 

in the Springs; the event generates tens of 

millions of dollars in economic impact, and 

last year drew about 9,000 people from 

around the world.   The deal culminates 

more than two years of talks between the 

Space Foundation and the Colorado Springs 

Regional Economic Development Corp., and 

means that the high-profile, internationally 

known organization will keep its headquar-

ters in the Springs, officials said. Over the 

last few years, other cities Ã such as Tulsa, 

Okla. and Omaha, Neb. Ã began courting 

the Space Foundation. Donations by the 

Springsbased El Pomar Foundation and 

Anna Keesling Ackerman Fund, and the 

state Economic Development Commission 

made the deal possible, while the EDC and 

other business and community leaders 

ieZr^] fZchk khe^l, źQ^ ]^^ier* ]^^ier Zi+

ik^\bZm^ ahp =hehkZ]h kZeeb^] [^abg] nl*Å 

said Space Foundation CEO Elliot Pulham. 

źQ^Äk^ makbee^] p^Äk^ `hbg` mh `^m mh k^fZbg 

a^k^ bg hnk ahf^mhpg,Å  ;\\hk]bg` mh ]^+

tails of the deal spelled out Thursday, and 

based on additional interviews and re-

search:   

È Na^ ?>=Äl ghgikh_bm @hng]Zmbhg _hk =heh+

rado Springs Future paid $2.92 million last 

month to purchase a 171,702-square-foot 

building at 4425 Arrowswest Drive, south of 

the Garden of the Gods Road high-tech cor-

ridor. The building was divided into three 

condominium units. 

È Qa^k^ ]b] ma^ fhg^r \hf^ _khf: =hgmkb+

butions totaling $960,000 Ã $385,000 from El 

Pomar, $225,000 from the Ackerman Fund 

and $350,000 from the state Ã funded the 

acquisition of one of the units, totaling 

45,000 square feet, for use by the Space 

Foundation.   El Pomar board Chairman Bill 

Br[e* hg^ h_ ma^ MiZ\^ @hng]ZmbhgÄl \h-

_hng]^kl* lZb] ma^ `khniÄl ikhfbg^g\^ Zg] 

annual symposium help shine a spotlight on 

=hehkZ]h Mikbg`l, źNabl pbee [^ lhf^mabg` 

that will be an integral part of the fabric of 

mabl \hngmr Zg] mabl \bmr*Å Br[e lZb], 

È Na^ k^lm h_ ma^ fhg^r mh [nr ma^ [nbe]bg` 

came from a limited liability company 

formed by former EDC Board Chairman 

Scott Bryan, which paid $1.97 million to the 

?>=Äl _hng]Zmbhg mh [nr ma^ hma^k mph \hg+

]hfbgbnf ngbml, <krZgÄl \hfiZgr ghp pbee 

seek to lease that space. El Paso County is 

considering taking about 85,000 square feet; 

the county needs 24,000 square feet to store 

and maintain existing public records and 

will look for nonprofit groups to sublease the 

climate-controlled space, said county ad-

ministrator Jeff Greene.  

È Hh \bmr hk \hngmr fhg^r pZl nl^] bg Z\+

jnbkbg` ma^ MiZ\^ @hng]ZmbhgÄl h__b\^l,  

È Na^ _hng]Zmbhg bl mZk`^mbg` GZr / mh fho^ 

from its 8,800-square-foot building at 310 S. 

/2ma Mm,* pa^k^ bmÄl [^^g lbg\^ 0..0, Na^ 

organization will need to spend at least $2 

million to $3 million over the next few years 

on renovations and upgrades, and is seek-

ing donations. Proceeds from the sale of the 

_hng]ZmbhgÄl ^qblmbg` [nbe]bg` Zelh pbee [^ 

used on its new offices. 

È Qbma _bo^ mbf^l fhk^ ljnZk^ _hhmZ`^* ma^ 

foundation plans to create a space show-

case, of sorts. A Space Technology Hall of 

Fame would offer displays of spacerelated 

items and allow visitors to learn more about 

ma^ bfihkmZg\^ h_ liZ\^ Zg] =hehkZ]hÄl 

space industry. The new headquarters also 

would have better meeting facilities for the 

foundation as it does business with local 

and out-of-town groups. The Space Founda-

mbhgÄl >bl\ho^kr Cglmbmnm^* pab\a ahnl^l ma^ 

hk`ZgbsZmbhgÄl ^]n\ZmbhgZe ikh`kZfl* pbee 

remain at the Jack Swigert Aerospace 

Academy elsewhere in town.   

È Na^ _hng]Zmbhg ^qi^\ml mh bg\k^Zl^ bml 26-
person work force Ã 35 of whom are in the 
Springs Ã Zl bm `khpl* Zemahn`a ma^k^Äl gh 

timetable or additional number of employees 
targeted, spokeswoman Janet Stevens said. 

GARDEN OF THE GODS  

GROWTH TRACK  

¶ EL PASO COUNTY to bringing nearly 

1,000 employees and approximately 2,000 

customer visits per day 

¶ EVEREST UNIVERSITY leased 90,000 

square feet at the former Intel buildings and 

will employ up to 600 by 2012. 

¶ PREMIERE GLOBAL leased 87,000 

square feet at the Verizon Campus and will 

employ up to 600 starting October 2010. 

¶ AFFILIATED COMPUTER RESOURCES 

to hire 450 people by end of 2010 to add to its 

600 current employees. 

¶ SPACE FOUNDATION leased approx 

40,000 square feet and will continue to hold 

its annual National Space Symposium which 

drew approx 9,000 people last year. 

¶ GOODWILL  leased 100,930 square foot 

ITT building and plans to move 200 employees 

by 2012.  

GARDEN OF THE GODS  

CORRIDOR GROWTH  

A computer enhanced view of the building at 4425 Arrowswest Drive in 

northwest Colorado Springs that will become home to the Space Founda-

tion. COURTESY OF SPACE FOUNDATION 



GARDEN OF THE GODS  

CORRIDOR GROWTH  

COMPUTER SERVICES CALL 

CENTER PLANS TO HIRE 450 IN 

SPRINGS FRPSDQ\ɋV MRE 

ROLLS WOULD HIT 1,200  

BY WAYNE HEILMAN   

Thursday, October 28, 2010  

Affiliated Computer Services announced 

plans Wednesday to hire another 450 people 

for its fast-growing call center operation in 

Colorado Springs, which will bring the num-

ber employed at the year-old call center to 

more than 1,200.   The call center at 2424 

Garden of the Gods Road, which handles 

calls for a leading wireless provider that the 

company has not identified, is also still try-

ing to hire 50 people for an earlier expansion 

announced in June. The new positions in-

clude customer and technical support 

agents, trainers and supervisors and pay a 

starting wage of $10 an hour during the four- 

to six- week training period and $11 after, 

said Mike Stann, regional vice president for 

ACS Business Process Solutions 

group.  ź=hehkZ]h Mikbg`l bl Z `k^Zm eh\Zmbhg 

for our business, where we find a nice mix 

of talent, energy, strong education and 

`khpma hiihkmngbmr*Å =akbl NkZgjnbee* l^gbhk 

vice president and group president of ACS 

Business Process Solutions, said in a news 

release.   ACS is doubling the space it is 

leasing from Verizon Business to more than 

60,000 square feet, two floors in one of Veri-

shgÄl [nbe]bg`l* mh Z\\hffh]Zm^ ma^ ^qiZg+

sion and expects to begin moving into the 

additional space next month, Stann 

said.  źNa^ `khpma Zm ;=M bl ^q\bmbg` g^pl* 

especially for those hired prior to the holi-

days, certainly making this a happier season 

_hk fZgr bg hnk \hffngbmr*Å lZb] Gbd^ EZs+

mierski, president of the Colorado Springs 

Regional Economic Development 

Corp.   ACS, which was acquired in May by 

copier giant Xerox, is adding about 2,000 

employees at call centers in Lexington, Ky.; 

Olympia, Wash.; Portland, Ore.; Raleigh, 

N.C., and Salt Lake City to serve two clients 

in the wireless communications industry the 

company did not identify. Dallasbased ACS 

operates 150 call centers worldwide em-

ploying more than 34,000 agents who handle 

more than 1 million customers a day in 20 

different languages.  

AFFILIATED COMPUTER SERVICES  

CENTER WILL HIRE 150 MORE  

BY WAYNE HEILMAN  

Saturday, June 8, 2010  

Affiliated Computer Services is expanding 

its year-old customer service center in Colo-

rado Springs and will hire another 150 em-

iehr^^l [r r^ZkÄl ^g] mh aZg]e^ ho^kgb`am* 

bilingual and technical-support calls, a com-

pany official said Monday. The Norwalk, 

Conn. based unit of Xerox has begun hiring 

for a 30-person, four-week training session 

that begins next month and will keep offer-

ing classes until all 150 positions are filled, 

said Chris Gilligan, an ACS spokesman in 

Lexington, Ky. About half the openings are 

for technical support representatives and 50 

are for bilingual representatives, some of 

which also could work in technical support, 

he said. The Colorado Springs center at 2424 

Garden of the Gods Road employs nearly 

600 to handle calls for a wireless carrier 

Gilligan declined to identify; sources who 

asked to remain anonymous said the carrier 

bl P^kbshg Qbk^e^ll* ma^ gZmbhgÄl eZk`^lm \^ee 

phone carrier. The center opened about a 

year ago and is among the 10 largest call 

centers in the Colorado Springs area and 

would rank sixth after the planned expan-

lbhg,  źNa^ \eb^gm pZl ie^Zl^] pbma bgbmbZe 

results from this location, and they are look-

ing to ACS to help them expand based on 

iZlm ln\\^ll _khf mabl eh\Zmbhg*Å Abeeb`Zg 

lZb], źNaZm bl par ma^ \eb^gm bl k^pZk]bg` nl 

pbma mabl Z]]bmbhgZe phkd,Å Na^ ^qiZglbhg 

źk^ik^l^gml Z [b` pbg _hk hnk k^`bhg, Na^l^ 

are quality jobs for our community in cus-

tomer care, technical support and possibly 

hma^k phkd ]hpg ma^ ebg^*Å lZb] >Zob] 

White, executive vice president of market-

ing for the Colorado Springs Regional Eco-

nomic Development Corp. 

 

GOODWILL TO BUY ITT SITE, 

MOVE HEADQUARTERS  

OTHER OPERATIONS ALSO WILL 

BE CONSOLIDATED IN BUILDING  

BY BARBARA COTTER  

Thursday, December 23, 2010  

Goodwill Industries of Colorado Springs is 

under contract to buy the former ITT build-

ing at 1460 Garden of the Gods Road, with 

plans to use it to consolidate several opera-

tions scattered throughout the city. The 

fhlm ghmb\^Z[e^ fho^ bgoheo^l ma^ Z`^g\rÄl 

headquarters, a west-side fixture since 

about 1963. Director of Communications 

Melissa Lyby said the 48,400-square-foot 

building on Colorado Avenue is too small to 

f^^m Ahh]pbeeÄl g^^]l, źAhh]pbee aZl [^^g 

a^k^ lbg\^ ma^ ^Zker /74.l* Zg] p^Äo^ lbfier 

hnm`khpg hnk [nbe]bg`*Å Fr[r lZb], źMh _hk Z 

pabe^* p^Äo^ [^^g ehhdbg` Zm k^Ze ^lmZm^ mh 

better serve our folks, grow and meet the 

g^^]l h_ mahl^ p^ l^ko^,Å  Ahh]pbee Zgmb\b+

pates closing on the 100,930-square-foot ITT 

building in April, then fixing it to suit its 

g^^]l, L^eh\Zmbhg h_ hi^kZmbhgl phgÄm lmZkm 

until late 2011 or early 2012, Lyby said, and it 

will be done in stages until all 200 or so em-

ployees are in the new building sometime in 

summer 2012.   źNabl bl k^Zeer `hbg` mh [^ Z 

20- to 24-fhgma ikh\^ll _hk nl*Å Fr[r lZb],  

Goodwill is evaluating which other opera-

tions to move, but has mentioned four, at 

Academy Boulevard and North Carefree 

Circle, at Colorado Avenue near Interstate 

25, at Academy and Union boulevards, and 

on Spruce Street. The last is a small office. 

=hnie^] pbma Ahh]pbeeÄl a^Z]jnZkm^kl* ma^ 

sites occupy about 82,000 square feet.   Be-

cause Goodwill provides transportation for 

\eb^gml* Fr[r lZb] ma^r lahne]gÄm [^ Z__^\m^] 

by the move. And the new building is on a 

[nl khnm^, źQ^ aZo^ Z ehm h_ ^fiehr^^l pah 

mZd^ ma^ [nl*Å Fr[r lZb], źQ^Äo^ ]hg^ Z ehm 

of research and involved our stakeholders. 

Transportation is a big issue for everyone 

maZm p^ l^ko^,Å   Fr[r ]^\ebg^] mh li^\b_r 

the contract price on the new building, but 

said Goodwill officials figured the time was 

right to buy.  Goodwill will likely put its west-

side headquarters building on the market, 

Lyby said.   If the four other offices relocate 

mh ma^ g^p [nbe]bg`* Ahh]pbeeÄl ]hgZmbhg-

processing operation, several mission ser-

vices programs and day centers for people 

with disabilities would be housed there.   



COUNTY NEAR DEAL ON  

INTEL BUILDINGS    

FRPPLVVLRQHUVɋDSSURYDO 

WOULD MEAN OFFICE SHUFFLE  

BY EILEEN WELSOME   

Monday, June 3, 2010  

Where offices will land if the deal is ap-

proved. Page 2   In one of its most signifi-

cant moves in decades, El Paso County is 

about to enter a $25 million deal to buy a 

new three-story office building, parking ga-

rage and a wastewater-treatment facility on 

the former Intel campus on Garden of the 

Gods Road.   C_ ma^ ]^ZeÄl Ziikho^] [r ma^ 

Board of County Commissioners, many 

county-run facilities scattered throughout 

central Colorado Springs will move to the 

northwest location. They include the county 

Department of Health and Environment, the 

Department of Human Services, Pikes Peak 

Workforce Center and the Office of Emer-

gency Management, as well as the Clerk & 

L^\hk]^k* ;ll^llhk Zg] Nk^Zlnk^kÄl h_+

fices.   źNabl bl an`^*Å =hngmr ;]fbgblmkZmhk 

Jeff Greene said after a meeting Tuesday in 

which the details of the purchase, as well as 

financing options, were unveiled.   Ã   For 

nearly a year, county officials have been 

grappling with ways to deal with their aging 

buildings. After looking into the cost of reno-

vations and repairs, they concluded that the 

most cost-effective solution was to buy ex-

isting commercial space.   źNa^ jn^lmbhg bl* 

can the county afford to do ghmabg`:Å 

Greene asked, citing the loss of nearly 

$50,000 worth of medication at the Depart-

ment of Health and Environment last year 

after a heating-and-cooling system malfunc-

tioned.   The former Intel campus, which 

consists of a 1.4 million-square-foot plant, 

was sold in 2009 to a partnership controlled 

by Los Angeles-based Industrial Realty 

Group for $15.1 million. Intel bought the 

campus for $45.5 million in 2000 and spent 

hundreds of millions expanding it before 

halting production in 2007 and vacating it in 

June 2009.   In addition to the initial $25 mil-

lion to purchase the former Intel buildings, 

the county will have to spend another $10 

fbeebhg mh źk^inkihl^Å oZ\Zm^] h__b\^l _hk 

other county departments, said spokesman 

Dave Rose.   źNa^k^ pbee [^ gh k^]n\mbhg bg 

l^kob\^l Zg] gh bg\k^Zl^l bg mZq^l*Å a^ 

said.   The Intel office building contains 

289,000 square feet, Rose said. Two floors 

are completely finished and contain cubi-

cles and furniture, he added.   The parking 

garage has spaces for more than 1,000 cars, 

and the wastewater facility will be con-

verted into a storage building for specialized 

vehicles and other equipment. The move 

could begin as early as late summer or early 

fall, Rose said.   Greene said the county 

hopes to finance the purchase through Build 

America Bonds and tax-exempt, lease-

purchase securities. The county will pay 

back the bulk of the money through lease 

payments it receives from the departments 

that will be located in the new facilities, he 

said  Ron Butlin, executive director of 

Downtown Partnership of Colorado Springs, 

said he was disappointed that the county 

was going to move some of its major func-

tions out of the downtown area.   ź;grmbf^ 

p^ aZo^ ch[l fho^ hnm h_ ]hpgmhpg* bmÄl Z 

[Z] mabg`*Å <nmebg lZb],   But Greene said 

that the vacated buildings will be used to 

house other county departments.   For ex-

Zfie^* \hfihg^gml h_ ma^ Ma^kb__ Äl I__b\^* 

which are now scattered across several 

locations, will be consolidated and housed 

in the County Office Building, 27 E. Vermijo 

Ave.   And Centennial Hall, where the Clerk 

% L^\hk]^kÄl I__b\^ bl ghp eh\Zm^]* pbee 

house the Board of County Commissioners 

as well as the county administrator, attor-

ney, budget and finance officials and the 

public-affairs department.   Wayne Wil-

liams, one of the most fiscally conservative 

\hngmr [hZk] f^f[^kl* lZb] bmÄl Z `hh] mbf^ 

to buy because of the depressed real estate 

market.   źQ^ g^^] mh mZd^ Z]oZgmZ`^ h_ 

that and address some of our long-term 

ikh[e^fl*Å a^ lZb],  QBIÄM GIPCHA 

WHERE?  Corporate Ridge Administration 

Building  (Part of the former Intel plant, 1575 

Garden of the Gods Road) Å Department of 

Health  Å Department of Human Services Å 

Pikes Peak Workforce Center Å Clerk & Re-

\hk]^kÄl I__b\^ Å ;ll^llhkÄl I__b\^ Å Treas-

nk^kÄl I__b\^ =hngmr I__b\^ <nbe]bg`* 05 ?, 

Vermijo Ave Å Ma^kb__Äl I__b\^ FZp ?g_hk\^+

ment Bureau Å Ma^kb__Äl Z]fbgblmkZmbhg Å 

Ma^kb__Äl NkZbgbg` ;\Z]^fr  =hkhg^kÄl I_+

fice, 2743 E. Las Vegas St. Å Administrative 

h__b\^l fho^ bgmh la^kb__Äl mkZbgbg` Z\Z]^fr* 

2739 E. Las Vegas St. Å Pathology and au-

topsies remain at same location. 

FORMER INTEL BUILDIN GS 

BOUGHT  $25M PURCHASE TO 

SPUR MOVES FOR AGENCIES 

BY WAYNE HEILMAN 

Friday, October 1, 2010  

El Paso County completed its $25 million 

purchase Thursday of two buildings and a 

parking garage on the former Intel complex 

on Garden of the Gods Road that will trigger 

a series of moves for county agencies.  

The 290,000-square-foot office building at 

1675 Garden of the Gods Road, an attached 

1,060-space parking garage and an adjacent 

20,000-square-foot warehouse building 

were acquired by El Paso County Facilities, 

which will lease them to the county after 

building interior walls for the unfinished 

second floor and remodeling the other two 

floors, said DeAnne Mc-=Zgg* ma^ \hngmrÄl 

economic development manager.  

The former Intel campus on Garden of the Gods 

LhZ], źQ^ g^^] mh mZd^ Z]oZgmZ`^Å h_ ma^ p^Zd 

real estate market, said County Commissioner 

Wayne Williams.  

GARDEN OF THE GODS  

CORRIDOR GROWTH  



 

Contact:  

John Winsor  

 

The Retail Group, a division of  

Olive Real Estate Group, Inc.  

102 N Cascade Ave, Suite 250  

Colorado Springs, CO  80903  

johnwinsor@olivereg.com  

(719) 598-3000 / www.olivereg.com  

EVEREST UNIVERSITY   

ONLINE COLLEGE PLANS ON 

HIRING 600  

SOURCES SAY ADMISSIONS CENTER  

REPORTEDLY WILL OPEN IN PART OF IN-

WHOɏV FORMER COMPLEX   

BY WAYNE HEILMAN  

Friday, March 19, 2010  

Everest University Online plans to hire 600 people 

within two years for an online admissions center it 

plans to open this summer in a part of In-

m^eÄl former Colorado Springs complex, sources 

familiar with the for-ikh_bm l\ahheÄl ieZgl lZb] 

Thursday.  Everest is advertising for admissions 

representatives, recruiters, student services spe-

cialists and trainers for student finance workers on 

its site (www.cci.edu/ careers), the online employ-

ment recruiting site monster.com and springs 

jobs.com, a Web site owned by The Gazette. 

Sources said the company plans to - hire 200 peo-

ple initially at wages averaging $40,000 a year.  

Robert Jaffe, of Pondel Wilkinson, a Los Angeles 

based public relations agency for Everest parent 

Corinthian Colleges in Santa Ana, Calif., said 

Thursday that the company would not comment on 

bml ieZgl _hk ma^ =hehkZ]h Mikbg`l \^gm^k źngmbe Z 

e^Zl^ bl lb`g^],Å  Gbd^ EZsfb^kldb* ik^lb]^gm h_ ma^ 

Colorado Springs Regional Economic Development 

=hki,* ]^\ebg^] \hff^gm hg ma^ \hfiZgrÄl ieZgl,  

Everest is completing final details on a 10-year 

lease for the 70,000-square-foot second floor of an 

office building in the Corporate Ridge Office 

and Technology Center and should complete the 

agreement by next week, sources said on condi-

mbhg h_ Zghgrfbmr [^\Znl^ ma^ ]^Ze aZlgÄm [^^g 

completed.  The building at 1575 Garden of the 

Gods Road was part of a manufacturing complex 

Intel shut down in 2007 and sold last year for $15.1 

million to a partnership controlled by Los Angeles-

based Industrial Realty Group.  Michael Palmer, of 

Grubb & Ellis/Quantum Commercial Group, leasing 

agent for the 1.4 million-square foot complex, de-

clined to comment on Everest.  Education is one of 

the few areas of the national and local economies 

that is growing as laid-off workers return to school 

to boost their education levels. Corinthian - which 

operates more than 100 campuses in North Amer-

ica under the Everest College, Heald Col-

lege and WyoTech names -has benefited from the 

trend by boosting enrollment 22 percent last year 

to 93,152 and more than doubling its profits for the 

six months ended Dec. 31 to $39.4 million.  Peter 

QZee^k* =hkbgmabZgÄl =?I* \k^]bm^] ma^ hgebg^ ]bob+

lbhgÄl źkh[nlm `khpmaÅ Zehg` pbma Zg ^qiZg]^] 

high school-recruiting program and new programs 

at existing campuses for boosting its second-

quarter revenue by more than 30 percent from a 

year earlier.  Corinthian told investors last month 

that its growth could be threatened by U.S. Depart-

ment of Education rules that would attempt to link 

the pay of graduated students with student loan 

debt repayments.  The rule, expected to take effect 

gh lhhg^k maZg Dner 0.//* phne] \nm h__ Z l\ahheÄl 

access to federal financial aid if graduates spend 

more than 8 percent of their income paying back 

student loans. Corinthian said many of its pro-

grams would fail the proposed rule, which it is 

fighting.  The company paid a $6.5 million settle-

f^gm bg 0..5 mh ma^ =Zeb_hkgbZ ;mmhkg^r A^g^kZeÄl 

I__b\^ ho^k Zee^`^]er fblk^ik^l^gmbg` `kZ]nZm^lÄ 

job placement rates and salaries.  As part of the 

agreement, Corinthian also stopped enrolling stu-

dents in 11 programs at nine campuses. Corinthian, 

which primarily offers degrees and certificates in 

health care, automotive technology, criminal jus-

tice and information technology, expanded into 

offering accredited programs with its January 

purchase of Heald College for $395 million.  
 

EVEREST UNIVERSITY   

WELCOME MAT COMES OUT 

FOR SCHOOL, JOBS   

SERVICE CENTER HIRING 70 NOW, 600 

EVENTUALLY   

BY WAYNE HEILMAN 

Saturday, March 20, 2010  

Everest University Online will open a service cen-

ter in northwest Colorado Springs on Monday with 

70 employees, a number that officials expect will 

grow to as many as 600 within 21/2 years, an ex-

^\nmbo^ h_ ma^ l\ahheÄl iZk^gm \hfiZgr lZb] @kb+

day.  The center will admit and enroll students, 

secure student loans and other financial aid 

and handle career placement and administrative 

tasks that include grades and other records, said 

Steve Quattrociocchi, president of online learning 

_hk =hkbgmabZg =hee^`^l* ?o^k^lmÄl parent company. 

The school will move into temporary space in the 

Corporate Ridge Office and Technology Center 

while the 70,000 square feet of office space it has 

leased is renovated, he said.  źNabl bl `k^Zm g^plŠ 

CÄf `eZ] maZm ?o^k^lm decided Colorado Springs 

was the right location for them. These are good-

iZrbg` ch[l _hk hnk ^\hghfr*Å GZrhk Fbhg^e Lbo^kZ 

said Friday.  Everest will receive $2.5 million in 

local and state tax breaks to help train its employ-

^^l* pab\a pZl źl^o^kZe fnembie^l e^llÅ maZg hg^ 

of the competing cities, which Quattrociocchi de-

clined to identify, offered to attract the center. The 

school selected Colorado Springs because it 

wanted a large and well-educated work force, a 

growing local economy, economic incentives 

and a location where it could relocate some of its 

managers and hma^k ^fiehr^^l* a^ lZb],  źNa^ 

incentives per job (offered by the Springs) were 

competitive, but were far and away not the richest 

[nm p^k^ Zelh ghm ma^ ehp^lm*Å KnZmmkh\bh\\ab lZb], 

źCm pZl ma^ mhmZe ^__hkm bg k^\knbmbg` nl* bg\en]bg` Z 

network of business leaders that had a level of 

pride in the community and were very welcoming. 

(The company was impressed) that high-level local 

executives would come to a cocktail party and ask 

us to come there, offer to help us with job fairs 

and fZd^ lnk^ hnk \Zeel p^k^ Zglp^k^],Å  The 

Colorado Springs Regional Economic Development 

Corp. began working with Everest in June 2009, 

f^m pbma ma^ l\ahheÄl k^eh\Zmbhg \hglnemZgm bg =ab+

cago in September, and hosted Corinthian 

and Everest officials for a visit in November 

and December, said EDC CEO Mike Kazmierski. 

The effort included a cocktail party with local busi-

ness leaders at the El Pomar Center and a last 

minute, 40-minute meeting with Gov. Bill Ritter, 

Kazmierski said.  źNa^ 4.. jnZebmr ch[l maZm ?o^k+

est is bringing to this community will really make a 

difference right now for a lot of families in the 

Colorado Springs area, including the nearly 27,000 

who are unemployed and ehhdbg` _hk phkd*Å EZs+

fb^kldb lZb],  Na^ l\ahhe Zelh `hm Z ź`hh] ]^ZeÅ mh 

be the first tenant in Corporate Ridge, Quattrocioc-

chi said. The 1.4 million-square-foot complex at 

1575 Garden of the Gods Road was a semiconduc-

tor manufacturing complex Intel closed in 2007 

and lhe] eZlm r^Zk mh bgo^lmhkl,  źNa^ _bklm m^gZgm bl 

ZepZrl ma^ aZk]^lm mh `^m*Å lZb] Gb\aZ^e JZef^k h_ 

Grubb & Ellis/Quantum Commercial Group, leasing 

Z`^gm _hk =hkihkZm^ Lb]`^, źQ^ Zk^ ^qmk^f^er 

pleased to kick off the occupancy of Corporate 

Ridge with a quality, long-term tenant such as 

Everest Ogbo^klbmr Igebg^,Å  ?o^k^lmÄl Colorado 

Mikbg`l hi^kZmbhg pbee [^ ma^ ngbo^klbmrÄl l^\hg] 

such center - a similar facility in Tampa, Fla., em-

iehrl 6.., Cm bl =hkbgmabZgÄl mabk] l^kob\^ \^gm^kŠ 

Everest College Phoenix operates a service center 

for its online operations in that area.  The Colorado 

Springs center will be organized with teams of 

admissions, financial aid and student service em-

ployees who will be assigned to groups of about 

200 students to help them stay in school, Quattro-

ciocchi said.  Everest said it had 20,362 exclusively 

online students as of Dec. 31, up 53.6 percent from 

a year earlier.  About 10 managers and other em-

ployees were transferred here to launch the local 

center, but the rest of the staff will be hired locally 

for full-time jobs paying an average of $40,000 a 

year that come with benefits that include health 

insurance, 401(k) retirement accounts, Quattro-

ciocchi said.   

 

COUNTY MAY SOON BE A 

NEIGHBOR FOR EVEREST  El Paso 

County is studying whether it wants to consolidate 

several major departments into Corporate Ridge 

Office and Technology Center, a former semicon-

ductor plant at 1575 Garden of the Gods Road that 

was shut down by Intel in 2007 and sold to inves-

mhkl, >^ggbl Bbl^r* \aZbkfZg h_ ma^ \hngmrÄl [hZk] 

of commissioners, said the county wants to ac-

quire a building by spring or summer to relocate 

the health department, currently housed in a build-

ing that requires heating and air conditioning work 

maZm ^q\^^]l ma^ [nbe]bg`Äl oZen^, Na^ g^p eh\Z+

mbhg Zelh \hne] ahnl^ ma^ \hngmrÄl >^iZkmf^gm h_ 

Human Services and i^kaZil ma^ Ma^kb__Äl I__b\^ 

headquarters or other operations, but financing 

phne] lmbee g^^] mh [^ l^\nk^]* a^ lZb], źNa^ 

health department building needs $3 million in 

work on the air-conditioning system, and that has 

made us more aggressive in looking for a long-

term fix. With the market the way it is, we can buy 

fn\a fhk^ \a^Zier maZg p^ \Zg [nbe]*Å Bbl^r 

said. The Corporate Ridge location is one of four or 

five locations the county will evaluate, he said. 

 



UNIVERSITY VILLAGE  

ALMOST READY TO WELCOME 

SHOPPERS 

BY SCOTT PRATER 

PUBLISHED: October 23rd, 2009  

 

Kevin Kratt of Kratt Commercial Real 

Estate said during December that he 

expected the first stores at University 

Village Colorado to open during the 

third quarter of 2009. Right on schedule, 

Smashburger, a Denver-based restau-

rant chain, will offer customers a sneak 

peak on Oct. 27, and open for business 

the next day. 

At the same time, Costco, one of Univer-

lbmr PbeeZ`^ =hehkZ]hÄl ik^fb^k Zg\ahkl* 

also will open its doors. Kratt, a devel-

opment partner, expects Chipotle, 

XSthreads, a fashionably hip pre-owned 

clothing store, and Panera Bread to 

open the same week. 

By February, nearly 70 percent of the 

650,000 square-foot shopping center 

will be leased as its other major an-

\ahkl* EhaeÄl Zg] Fhp^l Bhf^ Cf+

provement welcome shoppers. 

With an aesthetically modern look and 

feel, the shopping center sits on several 

tiers that step down a hill west from 

Nevada Avenue and Garden of the Gods 

Road. Several retail buildings are 

spread throughout the landscape but 

share the common style designed by 

architecture firm RTA. 

When developers first announced the 

project, all seemed positive. Consumers 

bg ma^ \bmrÄl ghkma \^gmkZe g^b`a[hk+

hoods, in sore need of a modern desti-

nation shopping center, would finally 

see development closer to home; stu-

dents attending the University of Colo-

rado at Colorado Springs would have 

pedestrian access to sit-down restau-

rants and coffee shops; and the eyesore 

that formerly was North Nevada Ave-

nue would be transformed into a clean 

environment. 

Then the national real estate bubble 

burst and the worst recession in dec-

ades presented a timing problem for 

Kratt and his partners Tom Cone and 

Diamante Properties. Holding commit-

f^gml _khf Fhp^l* =hlm\h Zg] EhaeÄl* 

the partners decided to go ahead with 

the project and now seem confident 

that University Village Colorado is 

primed to take advantage of an improv-

ing retail environment.  

źNa^ ]hpgmnkg bg ma^ ^\hghfr aZl 

been challenging from a leasing stand-

ihbgm*Å EkZmm lZb], źQbma mahl^ Zg\ahk 

commitments in tow, the first phase of 

ma^ \^gm^k bl \hglmkn\m^] Zg] p^Äk^ bg Z 

good position to capitalize on the mar-

d^m Zl bm `^ml [^mm^k, Q^Äk^ l^^bg` Z 

good amount of momentum in this third 

jnZkm^k Zg] p^ _^^e maZmÄl `hbg` mh `^m 

better as we open the 2010 calendar 

r^Zk,Å 

 

The first retail outlets at University Village Colorado will open their doors to shoppers 

Oct. 28. Costco and Smashburger are the first in a long line of openings, including 

JZg^kZ <k^Z]* ieZgg^] Zm =hehkZ]h Mikbg`lÄ g^p^lm lahiibg` \^gm^k ]nkbg` ma^ g^qm 

few months. 



RETAIL DEVELOPMENT   

ON THE DOUBLE: SECON D 

COSTCO TO OPEN SOON  

SHOULD BUSINESS BE BRISK THERE, RE-

TAILER WILL REVISIT MARKET AGAIN 

ɎLQ DERXW D \HDUɏ   

BY WAYNE HEILMAN   

Wednesday, October 14, 2009   

Costco plans to open its second Colorado 

Springs store in the University Village Colorado 

shopping center on Oct. 29, becoming the first 

retailer to open in a $54 million urban renewal 

project designed to remake North Nevada 

Avenue into a gateway for the city.  The popu-

lar membership warehouse retailer is the an-

chor tenant for a 650,000-squarefoot retail 

complex. The 80-acre project is part of a much 

larger 390-acre area along North Nevada that 

was designated for urban renewal nearly five 

years ago by the Colorado Springs City Coun-

cil.  Costco opened its first Springs store in 

February 2008 at 5885 Barnes Road, near Se-

curity Service Field. A preview held mostly for 

employees, their families, suppliers, Costco 

members and local dignitaries drew about 

5,000 people and snarled traffic for hours.  

Costco expects a similar crowd for an invita-

tion-only preview party for the North Nevada 

Avenue store on Oct. 28, said Bob Hicok, sen-

ior vice president and regional manager for the 

\hfiZgrÄl lmhk^l bg MZg >b^`h* ;kbshgZ* =heh+

rado, New Mexico and Nevada. Jim Sinegal, 

=hlm\hÄl ik^lb]^gm Zg] \ab^_ ^q^\nmbo^ h__b\^k* 

is scheduled to attend the preview party and 

the public opening, but he will leave the ribbon

-\nmmbg` mh ma^ lmhk^Äl fZgZ`^k* Nhf T^b^g* 

Hicok said.  Hicok said sales in Colorado 

Mikbg`l aZo^ [^^g ^g\hnkZ`bg`,  źC_ [nlbg^ll 

is as brisk at the new location as it was at the 

_bklm eh\Zmbhg*Å a^ lZb]* źp^ pbee mZd^ Zghma^k 

ehhd Zm mabl fZkd^m bg Z[hnm Z r^Zk,Å  Na^ Hhkma 

Nevada Costco will be among the largest of 

ma^ \hfiZgrÄl /0 lmhk^l bg =hehkZ]h,  ;m 

158,598 square feet, it will be similar to the first 

Colorado Springs store, which features a gas 

station; optical shop; one-hour photo lab; phar-

macy; and meat, bakery and deli departments, 

Hicok said. An adjoining, 5,000-square-foot 

liquor store will have a separate entrance and 

will be operated by a separate company to 

comply with Colorado liquor laws, he said.  

Kevin Kratt of Kratt Commercial Properties, 

pab\a bl ]^o^ehibg` ma^ \^gm^k* ]b]gÄm k^mnkg 

calls seeking comment about the Costco open-

ing.  The Colorado Springs Urban Renewal 

Authority sold $54 million worth of bonds to 

widen North Nevada Avenue; bury power 

lines; build an underpass between the shop-

ping center and the University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs; and upgrade sidewalks, 

traffic signals and streetlights.  For years, the 

area was a collection of shabby motels, a 

trailer park and other small businesses. UCCS 

owns land on the east side, where it envisions 

a jobs generating research-and-development 

park and cultural and sports facilities, among 

other amenities.   

 

Costco employee Lucila Castillo drove a forklift Tuesday before 

ma^ hi^gbg` h_ =hehkZ]h Mikbg`lÄ l^\hg] =hlm\h lmhk^* 3.3. H, 

Nevada Avenue. It is the anchor tenant for the new University 

Village Colorado shopping center.  

The Costco store at University Village Colorado is set to open Oct 29.  

A Panera Bread restaurant will open at University Village 

Colorado by the end of this month, as will a Smashburger. By 

January, Chipotle and Noodles and Company join the mix.  

ALSO COMING TO  UNIVERSITY VILLAGE  

 Oct. 28: Smashburger; Panera Bread  

Later this year: Veda Salon  

By January: Chipotle Mexican Grill; Noodles & Company; Tan Your Hide tanning salon  

February: Fhp^Äl* Z\\hk]bg` mh EkZmm =hff^k\bZe Jkhi^kmb^lÄ Q^[ lbm^  

March: EhaeÄl* Z\\hk]bg` mh EkZmm =hff^k\bZe Jkhi^kmb^lÄ Q^[ lbm^  

Opening date not yet set: @Zfhnl @hhmp^ZkŠ Cg]b`h Dh^Äl Mihkml Jn[   



A Colorado Springs professor is nearing 

animal trials for a laser device that could 

lessen the complications and expense for 

nasal surgery.  Dr. Michael Larson, El Po-

mar Chair of Engineering and Innovation 

and associate vice chancellor for research 

at the University of Colorado at Colorado 

Springs, is working on the device Ã which 

would mark the first time a laser has been 

approved for nasal surgery.   Currently, 

rhinoplasty, sinus surgery or surgery for a 

deviated septum requires invasive surgery 

and a painful aftermath.   The new device 

would eliminate the need for stitches, 

which surgeons have to use in any nasal 

surgery. There is risk inherent with the 

process: needles can break, requiring X-

rays and more surgeries; and splints are 

needed to keep additional tissue from form-

bg` Z_m^k ma^ lnk`^kr,   <nm FZklhgÄl eZl^k 

project fuses tissue together, unbinding the 

collagen and rebinding it. The laser has a 

light that tells surgeons when the process 

is complete, minimizing the risk of overheat-

bg` ma^ mblln^ Zg] dbeebg` bm,   źQ^Äo^ ]hg^ 

lmn]b^l hg ahkl^ mblln^ bg ma^ eZ[*Å FZklhg 

lZb], ź;g] ma^ @>; Ş@hh] Zg] >kn` ;]fbgb+

stration) has indicated they would like to 

see animal studies before they approve it 

for studies in people. They just want to 

make sure the laser does what we say it 

]h^l,Å   Hh hg^ ^el^ bl fZkd^mbg` Z eZl^k _hk 

this kind of surgery, and a company has 

expressed interest in investing in the de-

vice, but Larson is waiting until the trials 

are done before accepting outside money.   

źQ^ pZgm mh fZd^ lnk^ bm ]h^l paZm p^ 

lZr bm pbee ]h* paZm bmÄl ]hg^ bg ma^ eZ[*Å a^ 

lZb], źMh p^Äk^ phkdbg` hg ma^ g^qm lm^i, 

;g] bg ma^ ehg` kng* p^Äk^ ahibg` maZm p^ 

can spin it off into a company or sell it to a 

company Ã we want it to be in Colorado, 

mahn`a,Å   Na^ g^qm lm^i pbee bgoheo^ Z lnk+

geon using the device on live sheep. UCCS 

is working with Colorado State University 

and with a surgeon at the University of 

=hehkZ]h B^Zema M\b^g\^l =^gm^k,   źQ^ 

^qi^\m ma^ mkbZel mh lmZkm bg Hho^f[^k*Å a^ 

lZb], ź;g] ma^g Ã well, the sheep will have 

free nose jobs, if it works like it has in the 

eZ[,Å   Na^k^ Zk^ Z[hnm 2..*... gZlZe lnk+

geries performed in the United States every 

year. And complications from those surger-

ies can be expensive and painful. Larson 

said he believes his device will lower the 

kbldl Zg] ma^ k^\ho^kr mbf^,   źNabl \k^Zm^l 

Zg bff^]bZm^ l^Ze*Å a^ lZb], źMh ma^k^ pbee 

be less pain, less recovery time. There will 

[^ gh g^^] _hk lmbgml bg ma^ ghl^ hk `Zns^,Å   

But first, the FDA must approve the device, 

which is considered for use outside the 

body, meaning a less strenuous proc-

ess,  but it still can be difficult, Larson said.   

źQ^ aZo^ [^^g bg bg_hkfZe mZedl pbma 

ma^f*Å a^ lZb], źQ^ aZo^gÄm ik^l^gm^] 

them with anything yet. But they are re-

quired to respond within 90 days, and they 

]hgÄm ebd^ lnkikbl^l, C_ ma^r Zk^ ZpZk^ h_ 

paZm p^Äk^ phkdbg` hg* ma^g ma^r \Zg `bo^ 

us guidance to make the formal process 

^Zlb^k,Å   FZklhgÄl iZkmg^klabi pbma O==M bl 

one that is being repeated throughout the 

lmZm^, =hehkZ]hÄl k^l^Zk\a bglmbmnmbhgl aZo^ 

become experts at moving products from 

ma^ eZ[ mh ma^ \hff^k\bZe Zk^gZ,   źNa^r 

really have put a lot of focus on technology 

mkZgl_^k*Å lZb] Dhag =heeZk* ^q^\nmbo^ ]bk^\+

tor of the Colorado Bioscience Association. 

ź;g] bmÄl fZ]^ Z ]b__^k^g\^,Å   =hehkZ]h 

ranked in the second tier of states for bio-

science investment five years ago. This 

r^Zk* ma^ lmZm^ bl bg ma^ mhi _bo^,   źQ^Äo^ 

aZ] maZm i^k_^\m lmhkf*Å a^ lZb], 

źOgbo^klbmb^l Zk^ phkdbg` mh `^m m^\agheh`r 

out, private investments and public involve-

f^gm Zee ma^ pZr mh ma^ `ho^kghkÄl h__b\^, 

Life sciences are one of the four pillars of 

ma^ `ho^kghkÄl ^\hghfb\ ieZg,Å 

UCCS PROFESSOR  

ON CUTTING EDGE OF LASER  

NASAL SURGERY 

BY AMY GILLENTINE 

Published: September 18th, 2009  

Dr. Michael Larson is seeking FDA approval for a 

laser that would replace stitches in nasal surgeries. 

http://csbj.com/files/2009/09/laser-study-2.jpg


2 STORES DELAYED; 

COSTCO ON TRACK   

LOWES, KOHLS WAIT TI LL 2010 

TO BUILD ON NORTH NE-

VADA   

BY RICH LADEN  

 Saturday, February 28, 2009  

=hehkZ]h Mikbg`lÄ l^\hg] =hlm\h Wholesale 

Club is expected to open in late summer at 

University Village Colorado on North Nevada 

Avenue, while the opening of two other an-

chors at the regional shopping center has 

been pushed back a few months to early 

2010. Costco is scheduled to start construc-

tion April 1 and open in August, said Kevin 

Kratt of Springs-based Kratt Commercial 

Jkhi^kmb^l* pahÄl ]^o^ehibg` ma^ \^gm^k, 

=hlm\hÄl first store opened a year ago 

southeast of Powers Boulevard and Barnes 

LhZ] hg ma^ \bmrÄl ^Zlm lb]^,  Fhp^Äl Bhf^ 

Improvement Warehouse will start con-

struction this summer and open in early Feb-

ruary, rather than this fall, Kratt said. The 

chain delayed the opening until after the 

holidays and so that it occurs during the 

\hfiZgrÄl g^qm _bl\Ze r^Zk* a^ lZb],  EhaeÄl 

department store, another anchor, will start 

building this summer and open in March 

0./.* EkZmm lZb], EhaeÄl* pab\a aZ] ieZgg^] 

to open this fall, has delayed some of its new 

stores while it puts its money into the con-

version of about 30 former bankrupt Mer-

orgÄl ]^iZkmf^gm lmhk^l bm Z\jnbk^] eZlm 

year, he said.  Several restaurants and 

smaller stores Ã bg\en]bg` =abihme^Äl G^qb+

can Grill, Panera Bread, Smashburger, In-

]b`h Dh^Äl* @Zfhnl @hhmp^Zk Zg] NZg Shnk 

Hide Ã are expected to open in September, 

Z_m^k =hlm\hÄl ribbon-cutting, Kratt said.  The 

80-acre, 650,000-squarefoot University Vil-

lage Colorado is a bright spot on a local re-

mZbe eZg]l\Zi^ maZmÄl [^\hf^ ih\dfZkd^] [r 

store closings and projects shelved because 

of the slumping national economy.  The pro-

ject also is a centerpiece of efforts to make 

over North Nevada Avenue.  Nevada, be-

tween Garden of the Gods Road and Inter-

state 25, was once populated by shabby 

motels, a trailer park and other small busi-

nesses. The Springs City Council declared it 

an urban renewal site in 2004.  In addition to 

ma^ k^mZbe \^gm^k hg H^oZ]ZÄl p^lm lb]^* ma^ 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 

plans a research and development center, 

sports and cultural facilities on land it owns 

hg ma^ lmk^^mÄl ^Zlm lb]^,  =bmr Zg] [nlbg^ll 

leaders hope the combination of the retail 

\^gm^k Zg] O==MÄ _Z\bebmb^l pbee ^g\hnkZ`^ 

new employers to locate in the area, making 

it an economic development hub for the 

community.  



FIT FOR A UNIVERSITY  

TRANSFORMED FROM SOL ELY 

A COMMUTER SCHOOL, U CCS 

TODAY OPENS $12 MILLION 

RECREATION CENTER  

BY BRIAN NEWSOME  

Friday, August 24, 2007  

On Thursday, students looking to burn off 

some energy at the University of Colorado at 

Colorado Springs could do the following:  Vie 

_hk lhf^ mbf^ bg ma^ \ZfinlÄ fb]]e^ l\ahhe-

size gymnasium, also shared by intercolle-

giate sports; break a sweat in a cramped, 

1980s-era weight room; go for a run along 

Austin Bluffs Parkway; or perhaps do some 

laps around campus buildings.  Today, their 

options brighten.  Doors were scheduled to 

hi^g Zm 4 Z,f, mh]Zr hg O==MÄ g^p #/0 fbe+

ebhg k^\k^Zmbhg \^gm^k, CmÄl ma^ eZm^lm bg Z 

boom of construction projects either under 

pZr hk ieZgg^] _hk ma^ =O lrlm^fÄl _Zlm^lm-

`khpbg` \Zfinl,  @hk lmn]^gml* bmÄl \^kmZbg 

to win the title for most fun.  Features in-

clude:  - A 143,000-gallon pool, complete 

with a water slide, whirlpool area, lap lanes 

and bar stools.  - A 20-person hot tub with a 

view of Pikes Peak and an adjacent outdoor 

deck. - A juice bar. - An indoor running 

track. - Two basketball/volleyball courts. - 

Dozens of fitness and weight machines. - An 

aerobics room. - A climbing wall (to come in 

October).  The project was funded by an 

increase in student fees of $80 a semester, 

approved by students in April 2005.  It was 

helped with donations by Bahram Akradi, a 

UCCS alumnus who is president and chair-

man of a national health club chain, Life 

Time Fitness.  Akradi donated the dozens of 

pieces of exercise equipment, including 

exercise bikes, treadmills, weight machines 

and stair machines. They are valued be-

tween $700,000 and $1 million, according to 

UCCS. He also provided consulting on the 

[nbe]bg`Äl ]^lb`g, 

Last week, during 

ma^ \^gm^kÄl ]^]b\Z+

tion ceremony, he 

surprised univer-

sity officials with a 

check for $100,000.  

The 1982 graduate 

came to the United 

States from Iran in 

1978 and worked 

part time while going 

to school. He rose 

through the ranks of 

the fitness market to 

start his own health 

club chain, now with 

about 70 locations.  The rec center comes 

after the recently completed $10 million re-

fh]^ebg` h_ >pbk^ BZee* hg^ h_ ma^ \ZfinlÄ 

most prominent academic buildings. A $53 

million science and engineering building is 

under way and scheduled to open in spring 

2008.  Long-term plans for the campus in-

clude a sports arena and a research park 

along North Nevada Avenue.  The rec center 

Zelh m^lmb_b^l mh O==MÄl mkZgl_hkfZmbhg _khf 

a commuter school with little campus life 

Zg] Zg he]^k lmn]^gm [h]r* mh hg^ maZmÄl Zm+

tracting more traditional fulltime students 

who live or spend much of their time on 

campus.  Although most students still com-

mute, in recent years the campus has added 

hundreds of dorm rooms. The average age 

of students has decreased, and the number 

of classes they take at one time has in-

creased.  In 2005, for the first time, the ma-

jority of freshmen shifted from commuting to 

living on campus, and the average course 

load shifted from part time to full time.  The 

k^\ \^gm^k pbee Zelh [^ ZoZbeZ[e^ mh lmn]^gmlÄ 

families, and staff members and their fami-

lies, for a fee, said Jeff Davis, director of 

University Center. The rec center will be 

staffed by university employees and stu-

dents, he said.  

The 143,000-gallon pool at the new recreation center includes a drop-off water slide, a whirlpool area, lap lanes 

and bar stools.  

Na^ g^p O==M k^\k^Zmbhg \^gm^k pbee Zelh [^ ZoZbeZ[e^ mh lmn]^gmlÄ _Zfbeb^l* Zl 

well as staff members and their families, for a fee.  



SHOT IN THE ARM FOR 

NORTH NEVADA    

CITY APPROVES RETAIL TO 

HELP REVITALIZE THE AREA   

BY RICH LADEN  

Wednesday, July 25, 2007  

 

A major shopping center that supporters 

say will energize blighted North Nevada 

Avenue was approved Tuesday, despite a 

handful of critics who challenged city offi-

cials to embrace something other than an-

other big-box corridor.  The Colorado 

Springs City Council on Tuesday approved 

the nearly 80-acre University Village retail 

center, which will bring Costco Wholesale 

=en[ Zg] Fhp^Äl Bhf^ Cfikho^f^gm mh 

North Nevada in spring 2009. The 651,388-

square-foot center, which also will have 

restaurants, coffee shops, banks and other 

l^kob\^l* pbee [^ [nbem hg H^oZ]ZÄl p^lm 

side, between Garden of the Gods Road and 

Interstate 25.  The City Council must give the 

shopping center final approval, possibly 

next month.  North Nevada, which for years 

was a collection of shabby motels, a trailer 

park and other small businesses, was desig-

nated by the council as an urban renewal 

lbm^ 0Ű r^Zkl Z`h, NaZm f^Zgm fbeebhgl h_ 

dollars in sales tax revenue from develop-

ment in the area could be used to widen 

Nevada, install curbs, add traffic signals 

and bury power lines and improve drain-

age , among other upgrades.  The center is 

expected to provide places to eat and shop 

for thousands of residents and students and 

faculty at the University of Colorado at Colo-

rado Springs, which has expansion plans for 

eZg] bm hpgl hg H^oZ]ZÄl ^Zlm lb]^,  Qbma Z 

rapidly growing student population and sup-

port from state officials for its growth, UCCS 

wants to build a job-generating research 

and development center on its land, along 

with sports and cultural facilities.  A retail 

center and UCCS research center is envi-

sioned as an economic-development hub 

for the city Ã but one supporters said 

\hne]gÄm `^m `hbg` pbmahnm ma^ k^mZbe \^gm^kÄl 

cash infusion.  A small chorus of critics, 

however, said University Village was the 

pkhg` o^ab\e^ mh ]kbo^ H^oZ]ZÄl k^]^o^ehi+

ment.  John Harner, an associate geography 

professor at UCCS, said University Village 

would be a cookie-cutter shopping center 

without character. Its location along Monu-

ment Creek was an opportunity to develop 

something that would serve as a more sce-

nic, northern gateway to the Springs, he 

said.  Asked by Mayor Lionel Rivera what 

a^Ä] ik^_^k mh l^^ hg Hhkma H^oZ]Z* BZkg^k 

lZb] a^Ä] kZma^k `h [Z\d mh ma^ fhm^el Zg] 

other blighted uses than accept University 

Village.  Judith Rice-Jones, a UCCS librarian 

Zg] ehg`mbf^ k^lb]^gm pahÄl lihd^g hnm hg 

many city issues, said developers nation-

wide have seen colleges and universities as 

areas where they can raise the bar Ã build-

ing shops, restaurants and other services 

that reflect the look and feel of campuses. 

Another strip shopping center was not the 

pZr mh `h* la^ lZb],  ź?o^kr mbf^ p^ inm ni 

Z [nbe]bg` maZmÄl ghm phkma \Zkbg` Z[hnm* p^ 

\hgmkb[nm^ mh Z \bmr maZmÄl ghm phkma \Zkbg` 

Z[hnm*Å la^ lZb],  <nm ]^o^ehi^k E^obg EkZmm* 

\ahl^g [r ma^ \bmrÄl Ok[Zg L^g^pZe ;nmahk+

bmr mh k^]^o^ehi H^oZ]ZÄl p^lm lb]^* lZb] 

small, boutique like retailers Ã like those in 

Ie] =hehkZ]h =bmr hg ma^ Mikbg`lÄ p^lm lb]^ 

Ã phgÄm `^g^kZm^ ^ghn`a mZq k^o^gn^ mh 

ikhob]^ ma^ \ZmZerlm _hk H^oZ]ZÄl k^]^o^e+

opment.  Smaller restaurants, an ice cream 

store and others that will be part of Univer-

lbmr PbeeZ`^ phgÄm \hf^ nge^ll =hlm\h* 

Fhp^Äl Zg] hma^k Zg\ahkl Zk^ iZkm h_ ma^ 

ikhc^\m* a^ lZb], ; EhaeÄl ]^iZkmf^gm lmhk^ 

will be part of the roster, Kratt added.  City 

Council members embraced the vision Uni-

versity Village critics laid out, but said it 

pZlgÄm ikZ\mb\Ze,  =hng\bephfZg DZg GZkmbg 

lZb] la^Ä] eho^ mh aZo^ Z ikhc^\m maZm mkner 

phne] [^ Z źobeeZ`^*Å [nm \hg\^]^] [b` 

boxes are the only economically viable way 

to go.  She was joined by Vice Mayor Larry 

Small and council members Tom Gallagher, 

Jerry Heimlicher, Scott Hente and Margaret 

Radford. Councilman Randy Purvis voted 

against a development plan that spelled out 

project details, but joined his colleagues to 

support a rezoning and three variances for 

ma^ ikhi^kmrÄl ]^o^ehif^gm,  Lbo^kZ Zg] 

=hng\befZg >Zkkre Ae^gg ]b]gÄm k^mnkg Z_m^k 

a dinner break and were absent for the 

votes.   



UCCS PLANNING NEW $2 

MILLION ATHLETIC CENTER  
 BY BRIAN NEWSOME  

Friday, April 20, 2007  

 

 A $2 million athletic center is coming to the 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, 

much to the relief of fans who were turned 

away from games at one of the smallest 

gyms in Division II.    The new 45,000-square

-foot field house, announced at a CU Board 

of Regents meeting Thursday, is scheduled 

to open in May 2008.   The plans call for 

1,500 seats, with practice, competition and 

mkZbgbg` liZ\^ _hk ma^ /0 f^gÄl Zg] 

phf^gÄl lihkml maZm bg\en]^ [Zld^m[Zee* 

volleyball, softball and track. It will also 

have a weight room and locker room.   The 

building is planned for the east side of Ne-

vada Avenue, north of the intersection with 

Austin Bluffs Parkway, which is the western 

edge of university property. Construction 

crews rebuilding I-25 are using the site for a 

staging area.   This building would be the 

first in what may become a sprawling com-

plex of university buildings along Nevada 

that will be tied into a larger North Nevada 

redevelopment plan. In addition to the field 

house and planned sports arena, UCCS 

plans to build a research park for the area.  

  UCCS has the smallest gymnasium of any 

Division II school, according to athletic di-

rector Steve Kirkham. As many as 100 stu-

dents have been turned away from sporting 

events at the 400-seat gym. Referees have 

complained that the packed house puts fans 

too close to the action.   This past season, 

ma^ GhngmZbg FbhglÄ f^gÄl [Zld^m[Zee m^Zf 

was 16-12.  Further in the future, school 

leaders hope to build an arena that would 

hold 3,000 to 5,000 fans. But that project is 

l^o^kZe r^Zkl ZpZr Zg] ]h^lgÄm Z]]k^ll ma^ 

crowding.   Brian Burnett, UCCS vice chan-

cellor of administration and finance, sug-

gested the field house will strengthen the 

case for building a larger sports arena in 

five to six years, saying it will show pro-

li^\mbo^ ]hghkl ma^ źihllb[bebmb^l,Å B^ lZb] 

there will be no shortage of uses for the 

field house in the shadow of a larger build-

bg` b_ bmÄl [nbem,   O==M bl ma^ ]^lb`gZm^] 

growth campus for the CU system and is 

living up to that designation with steady 

growth each year. The school is also talking 

to Olympic sports governing bodies about 

hosting events. The field house could also 

serve as an extension of a new student rec-

reation center currently under construction.   

Money for the 1,500-seat arena comes from 

=O ik^lb]^gm BZgd <khpgÄl Jk^lb]^gmbZe 

Initiative funds earmarked for athletics.   For 

the past several years UCCS has been 

transforming from a mostly commuter cam-

pus to a more traditional four-year univer-

sity. In 2005, the number of freshmen living 

on campus and taking full-time classes sur-

passed part-time commuter students for the 

first time. The trend has sparked an in-

creased interest in campus life. Students 

voted to increase their fees, for example, to 

build the new multi-million recreation cen-

ter.  In thanking Brown and the regents, 

UCCS Chancellor Pam Shockley-Zalabak 

lZb] bg Z lmZm^f^gm* źNabl _Z\bebmr* pabe^ Zg 

interim solution, moves the university for-

ward in its quest to have a competitive in-

tercollegiate athletics program as part of a 

ob[kZgm \Zfinl eb_^,Å  

  



TUNNEL TO UCCS FUTURE  

 UNDERPASS TO SHOPS 

AMONG PLANS  

 By RICH LADEN  

Friday, April 20, 2007  

 

 College students could walk and bike their 

way under busy North Nevada Avenue to 

reach a new Costco, restaurants and a city 

trail if a $2 million underpass becomes part 

h_ ma^ \hkkb]hkÄl k^]^o^ehif^gm,  H^oZ]Z* 

between Garden of the Gods Road and In-

terstate 25, was declared an urban renewal 

site by the City Council in late 2004.  A year 

later, the council agreed to spend $34 mil-

lion to rebuild Nevada to six lanes, bury 

utility lines and improve drainage, among 

other upgrades. Tax revenue from new 

stores, restaurants and other businesses 

developed along Nevada would repay 

bonds issued to finance the work.  But the 

University of Colorado at Colorado Springs 

also wants construction of an underpass to 

\hgg^\m bml `khpbg` \Zfinl hg H^oZ]ZÄl 

east side to a planned shopping center and 

ma^ \bmrÄl Jbd^l J^Zd Ak^^gpZr NkZbe hg ma^ 

west side.  The underpass would be similar 

to one on the campus of the University of 

Colorado at Boulder, said Brian Burnett, 

UCCS vice chancellor of administration and 

finance.  That underpass was designed by 

OZ Architecture of Boulder with decorative 

rock and sandstone. A skylight in a median 

above allows sunlight to filter down, giving 

the underpass an airy feel. Security cam-

eras on each end of the UCCS underpass 

would help ensure safety, Burnett said.  

źQ^ mabgd Zg ZmmkZ\mbo^ ng]^kiZll maZmÄl 0. 

feet wide, with skylights in the center, 

would be something that would enhance the 

\ZfinlÄ ]^o^ehif^gm _hk i^]^lmkbZgl Zg] 

[bd^ kb]^kl*Å a^ lZb],  Na^ ng]^kiZll phne]+

gÄm cnlm [^ nl^] [r lmn]^gml Zg] _Z\nemr, 

UCCS wants to develop a research center 

hg 13. Z\k^l bm hpgl hg H^oZ]ZÄl ^Zlm lb]^* 

which school officials and business leaders 

expect could bring new companies and 

thousands of employees to campus. New 

sports and cultural venues planned for the 

site also could attract throngs of visitors.  

The underpass was included by developers 

in their plans for University Village, an 80-

acre, 650,000-squarefoot shopping center 

ma^r ieZg _hk H^oZ]ZÄl p^lm lb]^, =hlm\h 

Qahe^lZe^ =en[ Zg] Fhp^Äl Bhf^ Cfikho^+

ment Warehouse will anchor the center.  

Na^ ng]^kiZll lahne] [^ Z źab`a ikbhkbmrÅ 

because of the convenient access it would 

provide, said Springs developer Kevin Kratt, 

pahÄl [nbe]bg` Ogbo^klbmr PbeeZ`^,  Na^ ng+

]^kiZll* ahp^o^k* blgÄm Z ]hg^ ]^Ze, Cml #0 

million price, along with higher land-

acquisition and construction costs, have 

pushed the tab for Nevada upgrades to 

about $40 million, said Chuck Miller, a Colo-

rado Springs Urban Renewal Authority con-

sultant.  The authority plans to issue bonds 

in September to finance the upgrades, but 

first it will present a new financing plan to 

the City Council, Miller said.  The underpass, 

which could be about 200 feet long, must 

have adequate lighting and visibility, Miller 

lZb], ; >^go^k _bkf bl ]^lb`gbg` bm,  źCg hk]^k 

for these underpasses to be successful, 

they have to be pedestrian friendly and in-

obmbg` Zg] lZ_^*Å Gbee^k lZb], źShn ]hgÄm 

pZgm mh _^^e ebd^ rhnÄk^ `hbg` bgmh Z mngg^e, Cm 

has to be open and well lit and inviting and 

aZl mh [^ oblb[e^ _khf lhf^ ]blmZg\^,Å  

  

Photo courtesy of OZ Architecture - ;l iZkm h_ Hhkma H^oZ]Z ;o^gn^Äl k^]^o^ehif^gm* O==M h__b\bZel pZgm Zg 

underpass built under Nevada to link the campus with a new retail center and a city trail. The underpass might 

be similar to this one at the University of Colorado at Boulder.  



THE BIG PLAN ON CAMP US 
BY BRIAN NEWSOME 

Sunday, April 30, 2006  

 The University of Colorado at Colorado 

Mikbg`l Zg] =hehkZ]h =hee^`^ ]hgÄm aZo^ 

much in common.   UCCS is 41 years old, 

public, and attracts mostly commuters. CC is 

132 years old, private and draws fresh high 

school graduates from across the country.   

For the next few years, though, the two 

schools will have at least one thing they can 

talk shop about: construction, and lots of it.   

The colleges plan to expand and revamp 

their campuses during the next several 

years. Some projects will begin this sum-

mer. Others are years away. In the end, the 

building frenzy could infuse millions of dol-

lars into the local economy while changing 

the face of major sections of Colorado 

Mikbg`l,   źC_ p^Äk^ ln\\^ll_ne , , , rhn phgÄm 

k^\h`gbs^ mabl iZkm h_ ma^ \bmr bg /3 r^Zkl*Å 

said Brian Burnett, vice chancellor of ad-

ministration and finance at UCCS.  The 

l\ahheÄl ehg`-term building plans along 

North Nevada Avenue include a 4,500-seat 

sports arena and a research park. They fit 

into a broader revitalization plan for the 

Zk^Z,  ==Äl ieZgl Zelh _bm bgmh Z eZk`^k oblbhg 

to enliven downtown and extend its pedes-

trian-friendly feel northward. The college 

wants to build roundabouts on Cascade 

Avenue, convert a section of Cache La 

Poudre Street into a grassy walkway and 

develop condos and stores on the southern 

end of the campus. It also plans a new 

health, sports and fitness center and a new 

eb[kZkr,  Na^ \hee^`^lÄ ehg`-range plans 

need final approval from their boards and 

millions in cash, much of that dependent on 

gifts and borrowed money. Still, they are 

generating a buzz at each campus, as well 

as in city government and business circles.  

źNa^ _Z\m maZm ma^rÄk^ ]^o^ehibg` Zg] `khp+

ing is a positive signal for our community 

`hbg` _hkpZk]*Å lZb] Gbd^ EZsfb^kldb* ik^lb+

dent of the Greater Colorado Springs Eco-

nomic Development Corp.   North Nevada 

and downtown are two of the three main 

economic anchors for Colorado Springs 

identified by the EDC. The third is the airport 

Zg] bml lnkkhng]bg` [nlbg^ll^l,   źNa^ mbf+

bg` h_ bm \hne]gÄm aZo^ [^^g [^mm^k*Å lZb] 

Beth Kosley, executive director of the 

>hpgmhpg JZkmg^klabi, ==Äl ieZgl _hk Z 

new multiuse arts building and other growth 

are in synch with several downtown pro-

jects and contribute to the momentum of a 

downtown facelift, she said.   Five miles to 

the northeast, UCCS will break ground on 

three major buildings this summer: a $12 

million student recreation center, a $45 mil-

lion science and engineering building and a 

$10 million remodeling of Dwire Hall.  The 

recreation center will be entirely paid for 

through an increase in student fees ap-

proved by students and the CU Board of 

Regents last year. The other two projects 

COLLEGE FUTURES / PART 1  
CC and UCCS embark on a building frenzy 

this summer that over the next several 

years could change the face of the City. 



will be funded by state money, gifts and 

money borrowed against tuition revenues.  

At the same time, CC will begin work on the 

Cornerstone Arts Center, a nearly $31 mil-

lion interdisciplinary building with perform-

ance theaters, classrooms and theater set 

workshops. Designed by a nationally re-

ghpg^] Zk\abm^\m* bmÄl [^bg` iZb] _hk pbma 

gifts and debt service.  Buildings and their 

appeal are a major draw for students shop-

ping for a college, said Gary Reynolds, di-

rector of facilities services at CC. He helped 

conduct a national study Ã bmÄl [^bg` in[+

lished by a trade magazine for facilities 

managers Ã in which 16,000 students were 

asked to rank 18 characteristics about their 

schools in order of importance. Facilities 

ranked sixth, and a quarter of students sur-

veyed said they turned down at least one 

school because the buildings and grounds 

]b]gÄm _^^e kb`am* a^ lZb],  O==M* pbma 5*407 

students, is the fastest-growing college in 

the state. Officials say it could eventually 

[^\hf^ Zl eZk`^ Zl ma^ =O lrlm^fÄl _eZ`+

ship campus in Boulder. UCCS expects 9,100 

students by 2012.  A research park, where 

academics and business researchers de-

velop ideas and products, is something 

many large campuses have, said Chancellor 

Pam Shockley-Zalabak. Although the school 

has no plans to elevate any of its 14 Division 

II sports to Division I, an arena would boost 

ma^ l\ahheÄl lmZmnl bg bml \eZll, =nkk^gmer* 

major sports are played in a gym at Univer-

sity Center, about the size of a typical high 

school gym, Burnett said.  CC has no inter-

est in gaining more students. It unofficially 

limits enrollment at 2,000 students or less. 

Yet it wants to remain competitive among 

ma^ gZmbhgÄl mhi eb[^kZe Zkml \hee^`^l,  Na^ 

arts building is planned as a mecca for 

creativity and a place for community mem-

bers to visit. With the help of architect An-

toine Predock, it could become a 

ź]^lmbgZmbhgÅ [nbe]bg` lbfbeZk mh ma^ ;bk 

@hk\^ ;\Z]^frÄl \aZi^e* L^rghe]l lZb],  

For Kazmierski, at the EDC, the campus con-

struction will do far more for the community 

than provide new perks for faculty and stu-

]^gml,  źC phne] lZr =hehkZ]h Mikbg`l ]h^l+

gÄm aZo^ Z _nmnk^ b_ O==M Zg] == ]h ghm k^+

main viable and continue to grow in a posi-

mbo^ pZr*Å a^ lZb],  

 

SUMMER PROJECTS  
 

UCCS    c Student recreation center to in-

clude gymnasium, track, aerobics/dance 

studio, fitness center, swimming area with 

spa. c Science and engineering building to 

house laboratories, classrooms and re-

search facilities for multiple departments, 

including biology, physics and Institute for 

Science and Space Studies. c Remodeling 

of Dwire Hall, housing business school and 

many letters, arts and sciences programs. c 

Renovation of Heller Center, which houses 

studios for arts and humanities programs.  

 

COLORADO COLLEGE    c Cornerstone Arts 

Center at Cascade Avenue and Cache La 

Poudre Street just south of existing campus, 

including theaters, a sound stage, work-

shops for set building and painting and digi-

tal media labs.  

 

IN THE FUTURE  
  

UCCS   c Arena along Nevada Avenue corri-

dor with up to 4,500 seats and support facili-

ties.  

 c Research park south of arena with sev-

eral fourto six-story office buildings, includ-

ing laboratories used exclusively for faculty 

research and partnerships with businesses.  

c Additional academic buildings along the 

Nevada Avenue corridor, based on UCCS 

eventually tripling or quadrupling in size.  

  

COLORADO COLLEGE   c Health, sports and 

fitness facility at Cache La Poudre Street 

and Nevada Avenue, including ice rink, for 

students, faculty and city recreation pro-

grams.   

c Mixed-use development along Tejon 

Street and Cache La Poudre of retail busi-

nesses, offices and condos. If the develop-

ment succeeds, a second one on the other 

side of Tejon.  

 c Old homes between Nevada and Weber 

Street east of campus Ã now rented to 

students and noncollege tenants Ã could 

be replaced with brownstone-style housing.  

 c Cache La Poudre, between Cascade and 

Tejon and perhaps as far east as Nevada, 

could be closed, dug up and replaced with 

grass.  

 c Cascade, at Dale Street and San Rafael 

Street, could include two roundabouts 

marking campus boundaries.  

 c New library next to existing Tutt Library, 

which might be remodeled. 



COLLEGE FUTURES / PART 3 
4 projects planned this summer; westward 

expansion after that  

UCCS PLANNING NEW $2 

MILLION ATHLETIC CENTER  
 BY BRIAN NEWSOME  

Tuesday, May 2, 2006  

 At a University of Colorado Board of Re-

gents meeting last year, Chairman Jerry 

Lnme^]`^ ikhn]er a^e] ni maZm ]ZrÄl AZs^mm^ 

_khgm iZ`^ pbma ma^ a^Z]ebg^* ź=hlm\h Zbfl 

_hk Mikbg`l,Å  Na^ g^pl pZl f^m pbma Zi+

ieZnl^,  Na^ ^q\bm^f^gm pZlgÄm [^\Znl^ =O 

board members are loyal customers of the 

k^mZbe^k, =hlm\hÄl bgm^gmbhg mh [nbe] Z lmhk^ 

along North Nevada Avenue near Austin 

Bluffs Parkway signified a promising start to 

a revitalization plan for the funky, industrial-

ized strip of road.  Fourteen months later, 

O==M bl Z [b` ieZr^k bg maZm ieZg,  źNaZmÄl 

ma^ _nmnk^ h_ `khpma _hk ma^ \Zfinl*Å Dbf 

Rees, urban redevelopment manager for the 

city of Colorado Springs, said about Neva- 

da Avenue. Even the non-UCCS retail center 

where Costco is likely to go will be called 

University Village.  The current northern 

Colorado Springs campus lies halfway be-

tween Nevada and Union Boulevard along 

Austin Bluffs. Four major construction pro-

jects are planned there this summer, but 

after that the growth will be to the west, 

where the university owns about 400 unde-

veloped acres.  If UCCS builds everything it 

wants along North Nevada in the next 25 

years, the price tag could exceed $2 billion, 

said Brian Burnett, vice chancellor of ad-

ministration and finance.  College funding is 

scarce and a quarter-century is a deep look 

into the crystal ball, officials acknowledge. 

Many of the ideas, such as additional aca-

demic buildings, are based on UCCS eventu-

ally tripling or quadrupling in size from its 

current student population of 7,629.  Yet at 

least two North Nevada projects valued at 

about $100 million could come as early as 

2008, Burnett said:  An arena with up to 

4,500 seats and support facilities are pro-

posed near the existing Four Diamonds 

sports fields.  To the south would sit a re-

search park of several four- to six-story 

office buildings. That park would include 

laboratories used exclusively for faculty 

research and partnerships with businesses, 

said Chancellor Pam Shockley-Zalabak.  

UCCS officials are seeking corporate and 

Olympic sponsors to help fund the projects, 

and the prospects are promising.  The arena 

would be easily seen from Interstate 25. 

That means a potentially good price for 

naming rights. The college has hired a firm 

that specializes in naming rights to deter-

mine a range of values.  Colorado Springs is 

home to the U.S. Olympic Committee and the 

national governing boards for many of the 

\hngmkrÄl Ierfib\ lihkml, Mhf^ aZo^ ^q+

pressed interest in sharing the sporting 

venue with UCCS. Representatives for bas-

ketball, triathlon, volleyball, wrestling, fenc-






